
September 3, 2019   

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda as submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 15th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson presented the board with an Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost Warrant from Sarah Floan as the 

payee of Norman County warrant no. 502481 dated March 21, 2019 in the amount of $77.72.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the affidavit of lost warrant, waive the bond and reissue the warrant to 

Sarah Floan in the amount of $77.72.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall gave the board a synopsis of her trip to Washington DC, where she attended a breakfast 

meeting with the National Association of Counties, visited the White House and attended afternoon panels 

with multiple departments and agencies of the government, as well as having the opportunity to meet Vice 

President Pence.   

At 9:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, gave the board an update on the Household Hazardous Waste program, 

stating that Glen Visser has begun receiving HHW at the landfill and has received 1500 fluorescent bulbs, 20 

4’ x 5’ x 4’ tote boxes of TV’s and 3 tote boxes of paint.  Glen is receiving this at the landfill from 8 until noon 

on Saturdays through September.   

Mr. Johanson also updated the board on the Demolition Landfill Permit that was approved May 17, 2019, 

with a 90 day period for cover design and seeding of grass seed mix.  Garry stated that the cover design had 

been submitted and he had been working with the PCA on the grass seed mix that will be used.  Mr. 

Johanson also updated the board on the Courthouse Safety/Security project stating the contractor is done 

with the key fobs for the courts level doors, panic buttons throughout the courthouse, and they are working 

to finish up with some new door handles on 3 doors that are not working quite like they should with the key 

fob openers.  Garry also noted that he will be attending the AMEM Conference September 16th thru the 18th.   

Gene Ueland, Good Hope Township resident, addressed the board expressing concern and a theory on why 

the CR 18 bridge blew out.  Mr. Ueland asked the board to consider raising the township road/grass road to a 

height equivalent to the ditch bank, stating it is considerably lower than the ditch and this is instrumental in 

flooding over CR 18 each year and was a contributor in why the bridge washed out.   The board thanked Mr. 

Ueland for stopping in with his concern.   

At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   

At 10:05 a.m. Jon Large, Interim Engineer, Bob Ramstad and Keith Berndt, newly hired Norman County 

Engineer, entered the board meeting.  Mr. Large updated the board on the CSAH 3 project stating the 

contractor had milled 8” layer of bituminous and discovered a 5” layer of concrete beneath the bituminous.  

The concrete layer will be removed and made into rubble, and utilized as banking material.  Mr. Large stated 

that this will be creating a change order as there is added cost for this process and all the additional hauling.  

Commissioners expressed concern as to why this concrete was used in the road previously, and whether this 

type of process should be used again.  Mr. Large stated he felt it was probably used to increase the strength 

of the road, however, he felt with the amount of aggregate to be used on this project it would not be 

necessary to use this technique again in this project.   

Mr. Large also updated the board on Zavoral & Sons paving on CR 38, and the shouldering yet to be done on 

CR 36.  Commissioner Gunderson expressed some concern over the shouldering to be done on CR 36, as well 

as the piles remaining on the shoulders as well as the drop off on the road, and questioning when this was 

going to be taken care of.  Jon also noted the grade raise projects on the west side of the county that are 

being managed by Houston Engineering.   

Commissioner Jacobson thanked Mr. Large for his interim work here in Norman County and also thanked 

Mahnomen County for allowing the sharing agreement.  All commissioners concurred in thanking Jon.  Mr. 

Large then left the board meeting, stating he had a few things to finish up and he would be heading back to 

Mahnomen County for a meeting that afternoon.   



Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of Infrastructure, addressed the board with an application for maintenance 

work for general cleaning, removing sediment, cattails and brush for the entire length of Lateral 5 of Judicial 

Ditch 55.  The petition had been signed by Kelly Skaurud and John Halland.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to approve moving forward with the cleaning request.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Ramstad also addressed a request received from landowners to change YIELD signs at the intersection of 

CSAH 39 and CR 10 to STOP signs.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the request to change 

the YIELD signs to STOP signs at the intersection of CSAH 39 and CR 10.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time discussion moved to the 2020 Road and Bridge Department budget, reviewing the proposed 

budget, detailing some interdepartmental changes made by Bob Ramstad and David Stene.  The proposed 

levy for Road & Bridge being $1,811,905 for 2020.   

At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to a resolution to grant an 

easement to Duane and Myrna Thornton and Jeffrey and Jacquelyn Radke with regard to litigation in Norman 

County District Court, File #54-CV-16-270.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 09-03-2019-1 

authorizing the grant agreement.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there 

were 5 ayes and 0 nays.  The resolution was duly adopted and is on file in the A/T Office.  

Attorney Brue then presented the board with a resolution authorizing execution of agreement on behalf of 

Norman County with the Office of Justice Programs in the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 09-03-2019-2 authorizing Attorney Brue to execute 

agreements & amendments as necessary for the Crime Victim Advocate Program on behalf of Norman 

County.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 ayes and 0 nays.  

The resolution was duly adopted and is on file in the A/T Office.   

Discussion then turned to the 2020 budget for the County Attorney’s Office with no real changes for 2020 

other than increase to salaries and benefits per schedule.  At this time the Crime Victim Advocate budget was 

also discussed for 2020, which showed no real changes.  The board did ask that Attorney Brue have the Crime 

Victim Advocate come to the next meeting so that they might meet her as she is a relatively new employee.   

At 11:12 a.m. the board asked David Stene, CFO, if they could discuss his budget due to a few minutes 

available before the next item scheduled on the agenda.  Mr. Stene explained a few details that needed 

changing, but no large changes in his proposed budget.   

At 11:18 a.m.  Mr. Stene discussed the General Government budget as he had submitted.  David also shared 

a proposal from Marco for the purchase of a new copier for the courthouse.  The board asked David to check 

on some additional information before the next board meeting.   

At 11:32 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, addressed the board with regard to the Joint Powers Agreement with 

the Pine to Prairie Task Force, stating that Marshall County is adding a full-time person and joining the P to P 

Task Force, therefore, needing to amend the JPA to include Marshall County.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the updated JPA with the Pine to Prairie Task Force.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Redland signed the 

agreement with A/T Hanson attesting.   

Sheriff Thornton then addressed the board with regard to addendums to agreements providing law 

enforcement services for the cities of Halstad and Hendrum.   Jeremy noted that these were for the 2019 

service year, he thought he had brought them to the board earlier, but recently found them on his desk.   

The agreement for the City of Halstad for 2019 would be an annual compensation of $28,180.26 for 40 hours 

of service per month.  The agreement for the City of Hendrum for 2019 would be an annual compensation of 

$8,454.07 for 12 hours of service per month.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve contracts 

for services with the cities of Halstad and Hendrum.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.  Chairman Redland signed the agreements with A/T Hanson attesting.   

At this time, Sheriff Thornton asked the board if they would consider discussing his budget, allowing him to 

clear that from his afternoon schedule.  The board consented and the sheriff noted that the main change to 

his budget would be overtime which was not budgeted for last year, additional repair and maintenance costs 

to vehicles as the Ford vehicles were experiencing expensive repairs, and the purchase of a new canine 

vehicle, which can have additional expense due to the canine cage not necessarily being able to be adapted 

to a new unit.   



At 12:05 p.m. Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner 

Gunderson made a motion to approve the bills as submitted:  

Revenue -- $23,466.82  Road & Bridge -- $137,766.62  Public Health -- $9,467.14 

Solid Waste -- $7.40  County Homes -- $377.99  TOTAL -- $171,085.97 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 12:08 p.m. Chairman Redland recessed the meeting until 1:00 p.m. to provide a break for lunch.    

Chairman Redland reconvened the meeting at 1:03 p.m. to begin budget discussions with department heads 

regarding proposed 2020 budgets.  After meeting with Kari Aanenson, Recorder, Donna Hanson, A/T, 

Elections and County Homes Manager, Sarah Kjono, Public Health, Garry Johanson, Planning & Zoning, 

Safety, Environmental Services and Solid Waste, Jill Murray, Assessor, and John Rosenberger, Veterans 

Service Officer, Commissioner Hall addressed the board with regard to the County EDA request for 2020.    

David Stene then addressed the board with regard to the Building Fund, scheduled appropriations and also 

County Program Aid to be received in 2020.  The consensus of commissioners at this time was to have  

Mr. Stene remove the $120,000 he had in the building fund for building construction, acquisition and 

improvement.  This would in turn allow the proposed levy submitted by Mr. Stene at a 4.513% increase from 

2019 to become much more reasonable with the county board aiming for a final levy closer to a 2 to 2.5% 

increase.   

Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m.  

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 

 

 


